Disability Awareness Program

The Disability Awareness program is appropriate for 3rd –5th grade and each of these puppet shows are given in a performance. The program lasts about 45 minutes and is for 200 students maximum preferred. To have this performed at your school the cost is $125.  The puppets are big and bright and students are encouraged to ask the “Kids” questions after each script is performed. You will be provided with a teaching packet a month prior to our performance that has lessons leading up to and afterwards to aid in learning.

Cerebral Palsy

"I'm not 'confined' to anything, especially my wheelchair," says Mark. "My 'cruiser' helps me to get around." The Kids on the Block Program on Cerebral Palsy features puppet character, Mark Riley, a 12 year old boy who is open and articulate about his particular type of cerebral palsy. Script material covers specific issues such as a description of cerebral palsy, Mark's use of his wheelchair and helmet, social concerns such as developing friendships, and the misperceptions conveyed about people with disabilities. 

Down Syndrome

The Kids on the Block program on Down Syndrome (Mental Retardation) features 17 year old Ellen Jane Peterson, who has Down syndrome. Ellen Jane attends her neighborhood high school and participates in a program which allows her to work at different jobs in the afternoons. Her job coach helps her to succeed in these positions and her favorite, so far, is her current job at the Valley Animal Hospital, where she assists the veterinarian. Through Ellen Jane, students learn not to be afraid to talk to people with disabilities and that people with Down Syndrome can do most of what other kids her age do, it just takes her longer to learn. 

Learning Disabilities

"Having a learning disability--I like to call it a learning difference--doesn't mean I can't learn. It means that I learn in a different way," says Jennifer Hauser, who is 11 years old and is featured in The Kids on the Block Program on Learning Disabilities. Jennifer is candid and articulate about her "learning difference" and doesn't mind explaining to her friend, Melody, about her visual perception problem. Scripts cover such issues as relationships with family and friends, explaining what Jennifer's learning disability means and doesn't mean and types of learning activities that take place in the resource room. 

Autism 

The Kids on the Block Program on Autism is designed to provide children with basic information about autism while showing that, although autism can be difficult to understand and cope with, a person with autism is an important part of his or her family.  Eddy and Joanne, two of the characters who appear in the program, model coping skills and the patience necessary to accept, relate to, and work with a person who has a disability of this nature.  By meeting David Franklin, children come to an understanding that, although David has severe communication difficulties, he is still a person first and a person with autism secondarily.  

